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2015’s vital statistics

COUNTRIES 
REPRESENTED

17
COMPANIES 

REPRESENTED

104
DELEGATES 
ATTENDED

248

Australia, China, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Mongolia, Singapore, Taiwan

Brazil, France, 
The Netherlands, 

Norway, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, 

United Kingdom, 
United States

Percentage of attendees by region in 2015

60-second snapshot

PLENARY

●● Chairman: Xavier Farcot, Executive 
Vice President, Regional Risk 
Underwriting Director, Global 
Solutions, Asia Pacific, Coface

●● Keynote address: Fuelling the 
global economic engine  
Featuring: Raymond Yip, Deputy 
Executive Director, Hong Kong 
Trade Development Council 
(HKTDC)

●● Hong Kong: How do businesses 
evaluate a treasury hub?  
Featuring: Firestar Diamond, 
Dragon Oil, Johnson Controls

MID-MORNING

●● The commodity landscape

●● Private insurance: 
Where’s the market going?

●● One Belt, One Road: 
The next game changer?

NETWORKING TIME
2 HOURS 20 MINUTES

AFTERNOON

●● Chairman: Kah Chye Tan, Managing 
Director, Tin Hill Capital

●● Fintech and blockchain: 
The shape of things to come

●● Supply chain finance in 2016: 
Where are the latest innovations 
coming from?

CLOSING DEBATE

●● Assessing corporate priorities 
in the current climate

●● Featuring: DS-Concept, 
GoLend Hong Kong

92%8%

The GTR Asia Trade & Supply Chain Finance 
Conference will return to Hong Kong on June 6, 
2016, building on 2015’s inaugural event which 
welcomed close to 250 business leaders and supply 
chain finance specialists.

The 2016 conference will assess the opportunities offered by 
Hong Kong as a gateway to markets such as China and other 
North-East Asian economies, as well as the innovative financing 
techniques being utilised to optimise working capital and 
manage risk across the supply chain.

Leading treasurers, traders, financiers and risk managers from 
various companies, sectors and countries will provide insight 
through detailed case studies, work-shop style focus sessions 
and interactive panels, while extensive scope for networking will 
also be built into the day’s agenda.

Trade & Supply Chain  
Finance Conference 
2016
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Venue details

Venue:   JW Marriott Hotel 
Hong Kong 

Tel: +852 2810 8366

Web:   www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/
hkgdt-jw-marriott-hotel-hong-kong

Accommodation

For details on any discounted rooms GTR 
has secured in Hong Kong, please refer to 
the Know Before You Go section on the 
event’s GTR Members Area.
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Conference: Monday, June 6, 2016

08.00 REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS

08.55 Chairperson’s opening remarks
Xavier Farcot, Executive Vice President, Regional Risk Underwriting 
Director, Global Solutions, Asia Pacific, Coface

09.00  Keynote welcome address: Fuelling the global economic 
engine
Raymond Yip, Deputy Executive Director, Hong Kong Trade 
Development Council (HKTDC)

This keynote speech will look to tackle the challenges that the Asian 
market is facing at present, such as geopolitical unrest, volatile financial 
markets, declining commodity prices and a slowing China. It will also 
focus on China’s 13th five year plan and prospects in boosting economic 
development, as well as Hong Kong’s ability in being the ‘super connector’ 
by bringing the East and West together in the pursuit of business and 
investment opportunities.

09.20  Hong Kong: How do businesses evaluate a treasury hub?
Moderator: Alby Lee, Managing Director, Head of Global Transaction 
Banking, Asia-Pacific, Santander
Ye Li Chun, Executive Vice President, China Telecom Global Limited
David Blair, Managing Director, Acarate
Albert Lo, Partner, PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)

With Hong Kong looking to establish itself as the leading Asian treasury 
centre, this discussion will investigate the ways in which it is seeking to 
achieve this. Talking points will include: 
●● What are the key criteria corporates look for when assessing suitable 
treasury centres? What are the principal factors when looking to gain 
competitive advantage?

●● How have recent regulatory measures and budget proposals impacted 
on the potential appeal of Hong Kong? What is the likely impact of 
capital relief changes imposed by the new tax regime? 

●● Are we likely to more witness treasury centres relocating from other 
parts of Asia? Can lessons be learned from other hubs such as 
Singapore?

●● What are the main benefits to be enjoyed by establishing a treasury 
centre? How can this benefit businesses and other industry sectors? 

●● Is there a sufficient level of treasury expertise available? What can be 
done in order to attract talent and better educate the workforce?

10.10 NETWORKING BREAK

10.50 The commodity landscape
Seema Gogate, Assistant General Manager, Finance, Firestar Diamond 
& Simon Ring, Global Head of Financial Markets, Pole Star Global to be 
interviewed by Jolyon Ellwood-Russell, Partner, Simmons & Simmons 
●● As commodity pricing increases in volatility, which sectors have been 
impacted the most? Is the market witnessing key players retreating from 
the market? 

●● Is there sufficient liquidity in the market, and what are the current 
offerings available to corporates and traders? What options are available 
for small/medium-sized traders compared to their larger peers? 

●● How is the role of regulation and compliance changing the landscape 
of the market? How are trade based money laundering regulations 
impacting the trade and commodity finance market?

●● Are traders choosing hedging to relieve currency risks against the 
weaker renminbi?

11.25 Private insurance: Where’s the market going?
Moderator: Robert Cooper, Associate Director, Credit, Political & 
Security Risks, Asia, JLT
Albert Lim, Director, Head of Credit & Surety Hub, Asia Pacific, 
Swiss Re Corporate Solutions
Melanie Wartenberg, Head of New Business, Asia, Trade Credit, QBE
Cheam Hing Lee, Managing Director, Rhodium Resources
Xavier Farcot, Executive Vice President, Regional Risk Underwriting 
Director, Global Solutions, Asia Pacific, Coface
Mark Houghton, Regional Manager, Asia Pacific, Political Risk & Trade 
Credit Insurance, XL Catlin
●● In light of the ongoing slowdown in China, where is the private insurance 
market heading?

●● What cover is available for transactions booked onshore in China, either 
in USD or RMB?

●● How are insurance products being used in the market? Are they 
primarily considered as risk mitigants?

●● To what extent are regulations impacting the trade credit insurance 
market? Is there the perception that the market is becoming more open 
or more restrictive to banks? 

●● Are banks starting to increase their adoption of insurance? What are the 
positive implications of this? Are we likely to witness a further change? 

●● How would the market analyse claims performance in 2016? How has 
the industry responded? 

“GTR have done a very good job over the last few years organising 
interesting conferences in Asia which bring together key players in trade

finance. Always good networking opportunities for new contacts.”
C Pardey, RCMA Commodities Asia

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/hkgdt-jw-marriott-hotel-hong-kong
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/hkgdt-jw-marriott-hotel-hong-kong
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Join GTR on social media
Official conference hashtag: #GTRHK

Contacts

Sponsorship opportunities

Christie Davidson, Head of Asia-Pacific 
Sales and Operations, GTR Asia 
cdavidson@gtreview.com 
+61 400 092 379

Speaking opportunities

Rosie Madderson 
Conference Producer 
rmadderson@gtreview.com 
+44 (0)20 8772 3035

Marketing opportunities

Perry Jax 
Senior Marketing Executive 
pjax@gtreview.com 
+44 (0)20 8772 3012

At GTR we pride ourselves on keeping 
you connected with your community. 

Once you’re registered for the event, 
log in to the GTR website as a member 
to gain access to the event’s private 
Members Area. Here you’ll be able to 
connect with fellow delegates and GTR 
members as well as access all pre and 
post-event materials.
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12.15 One Belt, One Road: The next game changer? 
Holger Frank, Head of FIG & GTB, Asia Pacific Region, UniCredit Bank
Biswajyoti Upadhyay, Managing Director, Regional Head of Transaction 
Banking Product Management, Greater China & North East Asia, 
Standard Chartered

With One Belt, One Road being touted as the next ‘game changer’ in 
regional infrastructure and economic development, this discussion will 
look to provide an updated overview of the progress made to date: 
●● Will Hong Kong adopt the role of a ‘super-connector’ in the One Belt, 
One Road, due to its role as centre for equity finance, offshore yuan, risk 
management and trade? 

●● What impact will the One Belt, One Road have on the internationalisation 
of Chinese companies? Are we likely to witness an infrastructure boom 
to provide connectivity across the region?

●● What infrastructure financing opportunities will emerge with OBOR for 
the banking sector and private equity players?

●● How can Hong Kong’s strong bond market assist in funding the 
initiative?

12.55 NETWORKING LUNCH

Chairman: Kah Chye Tan, Managing Director, Tin Hill Capital

14.10 Fintech and blockchain: The shape of things to come 
Moderator: Sanjay Saigal, Head of Customer Success, Skuchain 
Alex Medana, Chief Executive Officer, WIP Solutions
Aurélien Menant, Co-Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Gatecoin
Liam Gilligan, Head of Innovation Lab, Hong Kong, Commonwealth Bank
Zoe Zhang, Co-Founder & Chief Executive Officer, GoLend Hong Kong
Connie Leung, Senior Financial Services Industry Director, Industry & 
Global Accounts, Asia, Microsoft

Many people have spoken about the fintech sector as the big new 
development in the market, but what does this really mean for trade 
finance? This in-depth discussion will look to address the ever-expanding 
presence of fintech providing an overview of the following points: 
●● What have been the key considerations when looking to establish 
blockchain in Asia? How important a role do factors such as regulation, 
taxation and a flexible visa system play when selecting a fintech hub?

●● How can creative solutions in the fintech space assist trade finance, 
deposit taking and Yuan cross-border payments? 

●● To what extent can use of such solutions reduce transaction cost across 
the banking sector as well as reduce risks such as fraud? 

●● Payment options: how are fintech solutions changing the payment 
game? How much of an integral role will fintech be in assisting SMEs? 

●● What are the implications of these developments for trading companies 
and exporters? How are they being communicated to the client base?

15.00  Supply chain finance in 2016: Where are the latest 
innovations coming from? 
Moderator: Kah Chye Tan, Managing Director, Tin Hill Capital
Ross Wilkinson, Regional Director, Asia Pacific, Bolero 
Ilkka Tales, Managing Director, APAC, Greensill
Michael Vrontamitis, Head of Trade Product Management, Transaction 
Banking, Standard Chartered
Rajan Gupta, Group Treasurer, Hyva
Homer Wu, Treasury Controller, TCC Global
●● What are key priorities for corporates when managing their physical and 
financial supply chain? What makes for a leading supply chain hub?  

●● How does a corporate analyse the offerings for financing payables and 
receivables? Are there sufficient product offerings in the market?

●● How is the development of online ‘e-commerce’ platforms evolving? 
Are they efficiently facilitating the needs of the SME market? What role 
does digitisation play in combatting and alleviating risks of fraud? 

●● What initiatives have been implemented to encourage further business 
development and foster robust ecosystems within supply chains? 

●● How will new legislations on syndicate loans impact those along the 
supply chain?  

15.50 NETWORKING BREAK

16.10  Closing debate: Assessing financing priorities 
in the current climate
Moderator: Joseph Sum, Director, Head of Asia Corporate Trade 
Product, Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Clifton Tong, Head of Sales, DS-Concept
Paul Dowling, Principle Analyst, East & Partners
Jovilyn Cotio, Relationship Manager, Supply Chain Finance Program, 
Asian Development Bank
Chris Wohlert, Business Leader, Commercial Distribution Finance, Asia-
Pacific, GE Capital

Following an illuminating day's deliberations, this closing plenary 
discussion will bring a range of market experts together to consider the 
day and assess where the land lies for exporters in Asia at present.
Key talking points for discussion will include:
●● What are the primary export markets in the current climate? Have 
exporters been forced to change focus due to problems in China? 

●● Has there been a shift in terms of manufacturing across Asia, away 
from China and into markets such as Thailand and Vietnam? Are 
arrangements such as TPP likely to further impact on this? 

●● How easy is it for SMEs to establish themselves and base their trade 
operations in hubs such as Hong Kong? What are the main hurdles to 
overcome? 

●● What are the primary financing methods used by exporters in the current 
climate? How have bank solutions, products and partnerships evolved to 
meet requirements? 

●● Is Asia expected to remain the bright spot in global trade? Or have we 
seen a repositioning in global trade away from emerging markets?

17.00  Chairman’s closing remarks followed by formal close of 
conference

17.05 CLOSE OF CONFERENCE

“GTR provides an excellent forum for the trade
industry to gather and discuss relevant and topical
initiatives facing the industry. This is invaluable
to all the trade operatives.”
P Rogers, BNY Mellon

https://www.youtube.com/user/ExportaGroupEvents?feature=mhee
https://twitter.com/gtr_events
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalTradeReview
https://www.linkedin.com/company/exporta?trk=hb_tab_compy_id_296909
https://plus.google.com/115169373977137275737/about
mailto:rmadderson@gtreview.com
mailto:pjax@gtreview.com
www.gtreview.com
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“I have been attending GTR events for the last
five years. It is simply amazing how the GTR 
team assemble some of the finest experts in their
respective fields. The sessions are lively, 
interactive and always well attended by 
banks and corporates from every
corner of the world.”

P Roy, Reliance Industries
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I can confirm that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions below.   

Terms & conditions

1.  Bookings can be submitted at any stage 
prior to the event, subject to availability. 

2.  Payment must be received in full prior to  
the conference.

3.  All speakers are correct at the time of 
printing, but are subject to variation without 
notice.

4.  If the delegate cancels after the booking 
has been accepted, the delegate will be 
liable for the following charges:

•  Cancellations notified over 14 days prior to 
the event will incur an administration fee of 
10% of the full amount.

•  For cancellations received less than 14 days 
prior to the event, the full delegate rate must 
be paid and no refunds will be available.

5.  All bookings submitted by e-mail, fax, post 
or over the telephone are subject to these 
booking conditions.

6.  All cancellations must be received in writing.

7.  Exporta Publishing & Events Ltd will not 
be held liable for circumstances beyond its 
control which lead to the cancellation or 
variation of the programme.

We would like to keep you informed (via 
e-mail, mail or otherwise) about our products 
and services which we consider may be of 
interest to you.

  If you do not wish Exporta to use your 
information for marketing purposes,  
please tick this box.

4 easy ways to register

Email: events@gtreview.com or visit www.gtreview.com

Facsimile: Fax this completed form back to +44 (0)20 8673 8662

Telephone: +44 (0)20 8673 9666

Post: GTR, Exporta Publishing & Events Ltd,  
4 Hillgate Place, London SW12 9ER, UK

Pricing details

Standard rate US$999 

Corporate rate US$349 
Exporters, importers, traders, manufacturers and producers of physical goods

Can’t make the conference?  US$150 
Conference delegate pack, comprising all speaker  
presentations and bios in both hard copy and online formats

www.gtreview.com
http://www.gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com?subject=Multiple Bookings
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