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GTR – the global trade 
� nance pioneers

Have you ever considered the 
amount of people, commo- 
dities and transport along the 

supply chain that bring you that vege-
tarian inflight meal or shiny magazine 
you’re holding? In a society preoccu-
pied with tablets and gadgets using the 
internet, our tangible needs are often 
forgotten. Well, enter something called 
trade finance. “Trade and trade finance 
make the world go round,” enthuses 
Rupert Sayer, co-founder of Global 
Trade Review (GTR) and CEO of GTR 
Asia. “It’s where every economy begins 
and grows.” 

Trade finance is the financing of trade 
and mitigation of the risks, using phy- 
sical goods as security. During 12 years   
of operation GTR has conquered one 
geography after another, becoming the 
major player in trade finance journa- 
lism and conferences.

GTR produces unsurpassed events, plus 
timely and in-depth news and analy-
sis for these markets, including com-
modities, exports and infrastructure 
development – basically where there’s a 
cross-border trade flow. It was founded 
in 2002 as Exporta Publishing & Events 
in London by two pioneers in their field 
– Sayer and Peter Gubbins – who worked 
together at a major UK financial publish-
er.  They had a clear focus from the start: 
trade finance was neglected and needed 
cutting edge journalism, plus an oppor-
tunity to meet, network and discuss. 

GTR started organising conferences to 
more productively gel its target com-
munity together by attracting the best 
speakers and panels, discussing mar-
ket-critical topics and utilising the 
knowledge of its journalists. With this 
mindset they’ve succeeded beyond all 
expectations. Last year over 5,000 par-
ticipants attended GTR events, from 

Moscow to Cape Town, from LA to 
Beijing. Governments and development 
banks consider them crucial partners; 
banks, traders, insurers, lawyers and 
specialised IT firms are loyal followers. 
Singapore’s annual Asia Trade Finance 
Week alone drew 800 delegates last Sep-
tember – the biggest such gathering in 
the world. 

“We’re constantly improving our for-
mulae for events and information pro-
vision,” says Sayer. “There’s seamless 
co-operation between our journalists 
and events team to ensure everyone 
stays on top of their game.” These pio- 
neers have truly managed to bring 
people together, build communities, 
and provide quality information to the 
industry. They are the go-to conduit for 
“the most important global financial 
sector that few in the mainstream know 
much about,” says Sayer.
GTR Asia, based in the trading hub of 
Singapore, was established in 2010. Say-
er introduced GTR’s model to the large-

ly uninitiated trade finance communi-
ty and officials of Singapore and then 
expanded throughout Asia. Reception 
was amazing and now GTR Asia has 
additional offices in Hong Kong and 
KL. “Asia lives and breathes trade. It is 
exciting and welcoming for traders. We 
are proud to connect the vibrant trade 
finance community here,” explains 
Sayer. A warm welcome has also been 
given to GTR’s informal drinks eve-
nings, the only such regular networking 
of its kind.

GTR’s expansion continues in 2015 with 
only its second conference in Sydney in 
March, already a market leader, plus its 
first trade and supply chain conference 
in Hong Kong in June. “We boldly go 
where no-one else goes – even Mon-
golia! Our staff, unrivalled network 
and knowledge, and publishing/events 
synergy sets us apart from any competi-
tion,” summarizes Sayer.
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