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Venue details
Venue:  Lugano Convention Centre

Tel: +41 (0)58 866 66 30

Web:   www.luganoconventions.com

Click here to see 
a list of attending 
companies from  

2017’s event

Once registered, log-in to GTR Connect 
to network with fellow delegates, 
download event materials and more.

Join GTR on social media

Official conference 
hashtag: #GTRLG

GTR’s annual Commodity Trade Finance Conference 
returns to Lugano on September 27, 2018, gathering 
a growing crowd of commodity trade experts from 
multinationals, trading companies, financial institutions 
and service providers.

Established as the ultimate networking and learning platform for the 
industry’s key players, attendees will share experiences, build business 
relationships and identify new areas of action to stay on top of the game.

The conference will provide timely and relevant insight into the many 
challenges, opportunities and developments impacting the current 
global commodity market, addressing concerns over protectionist  
trade policies and ‘trade wars’, the changing role of trading companies, 
efforts to achieve greater sustainability, the emergence of new  
funding platforms and risk appetite levels for undertaking transactions, 
utilising various formats to enable maximum audience engagement  
and delegate participation.

The LCTA, as Host Partner of the conference, will organise a pre-event 
on “Current Issues in International Trade & Kazakhstan – Commodities 
Powerhouse and Eurasian Financial Hub”, taking place on September 
26, at 17.00, at the Lugano Convention Centre.

Program and registration: here

“Very good opportunity to meet 
partners and to discuss topics 
of interest with experts.”

D Kalinin, Integral Petroleum

Introduction
www.gtreview.com

https://www.gtreview.com/events/europe/commodity-trade-finance-conference-2018/#agenda
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalTradeReview
https://twitter.com/gtr_events
https://www.youtube.com/user/ExportaGroupEvents
https://www.linkedin.com/company/exporta
https://www.gtreview.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Current-Issues-in-International-Trade-Kazakhstan-Commodities-Powerhouse-and-Eurasian-Financial-Hub”.pdf
www.gtreview.com


Sectors attended in 2017

96%EUROPE
Austria
France
Germany
Ireland
Italy
Malta
Monaco

Netherlands 
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
Ukraine
UK

1%MENA
UAE

3%ASIA
China
Singapore
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 49% 15% 9% 8% 6% 4% 4% 3% 2%

Percentage of attendees by region in 2017

Attendee breakdown by job title in 2017

36%

Senior level

15%

Mid-level

49%

C-level

What to expect

160+
Delegates

100+
Companies

20+
Speakers
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www.gtreview.com
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Thursday, September 27, 2018

08.00  Registration and refreshments

09.15 Chairman’s opening remarks
Marco Passalia, General Secretary, Lugano Commodity Trading 
Association (LCTA)

09.20  Trade conflict: What’s the fall-out in the global economy and 
global commodity markets?
With the world of trade more politicised than perhaps ever before, the 
implementation of protective tariffs by both the US and China could have 
huge implications for both the global economy and the global commodities 
market. This opening session will give an outlook for 2019 in light of 
heightened economic and political uncertainty; Italy, Brexit and, of course, 
protectionism, to name just a few. Various scenarios and their likely impact 
on GDP growth across various regions will be presented, whilst the session 
will also deal with potential disruptions across supply chains, considering 
what an adequate response to the rise in protectionism could look like.

Gregor Eder, Senior Economist, Allianz

09.50 ‘The tail wagging the dog’: Do traders now run the table?
As banks negotiate the regulatory burden, liquidity challenges, 
technological disruption and a volatile political environment, many see this 
as an opportunity for trading companies to take a more prominent role 
in leading the market. This session will consider some of the key issues 
around this trend, including:
●● Has the market seen changes in the way deals are structured? Have 
revolving credit facilities increased in significance? How has the trader-
bank relationship evolved?

●● To what extent do compliance factors impact the speed at which deals 
are done? Is it harder to conduct business in certain sectors or markets? 
What are the main hurdles?

●● Are issues around sustainability causing friction within the commodity 
value chain? To what extent has this impacted on pricing? Is this now a 
mainstream issue?

●● How have concerns over protectionism changed the dynamics of the 
global market? Has greater emphasis been placed on the importance of 
inland trade and processing?

Moderator: Alexander Peters, Director of Finance & Administration, 
ArrowMetals Group
Marc Pfefferli, Head of Group Treasury & Corporate Finance, MET 
Group
Bharat Gupta, Regional Head of Trade & Structured Finance, Asia, 
Middle East & Africa, Olam International
Natalia Haas, Managing Partner, Mercator Commodities

10.40 Networking break

11.20  Classroom-style breakout: New priorities for a fast-changing 
market
The world of commodities has seen many developments over the past 
year, from concerns over supply, pricing and duties in the metals sector, 
to structural reforms across energy markets, to the impact of climate 
conditions and sustainability objectives on food. This interactive session will 
provide an initial overview on various sectors before experts lead breakout 
groups to share ideas and brainstorm.

Group 1. Does the metals sector stand to lose the most from a trade 
war?
The decision by the US administration to impose tariffs on metals such 
as steel and aluminium, originally seen as targeting Asian markets such 
as China, Japan and South Korea, has also caused waves in Europe, 
halting an upwards trend in pricing and demand since 2016. This group will 
consider the latest challenges faced and the response from producers and 
traders alike.

Marco Passalia, General Secretary, Lugano Commodity Trading 
Association (LCTA)

Group 2. No longer a dirty business: Can the energy sector clean up 
its act?
The energy industry is being reshaped by major forces such as 
decentralisation, digitisation and shifts in pricing and demand, whilst 
concerns over decarbonisation have become a public policy issue. With 
increased interest in liquified natural gas (LNG) over more traditional 
sources such as coal and oil in markets such as China, the Middle East 
and Eastern Europe, this group will consider the latest trends, addressing 
challenges, opportunities for traders and shifts in bank lending patterns.

Jean-Christian Heintz, Director, Wideangle LNG

Group 3. Going green: The push for sustainable agribusiness
With greater focus than ever on sustainability within the agribusiness 
sector, this group will examine the commercial benefits for trading 
companies, considering trends such as replacing conventional debt with 
sustainable facilities, integrating programmes into business models and the 
need for accurate measuring against environmental, social and governance 
(ESG) performance targets. It will also focus on the role sustainable 
business practices have in empowering local communities and helping 
companies move up the value chain.

Michiel Hendriksz, Executive Director, Farmstrong Foundation

12.40 Lunch

Sponsorship opportunities
Beatrice Boldini 
Head of Business Development 
bboldini@gtreview.com 
+44 (0)20 8772 3009

Speaking opportunities
Jeff Ando 
Director, Conference Production 
jando@gtreview.com 
+44 (0)20 8772 3015

Marketing & media opportunities
Briony Hemmings 
Marketing Executive 
bhemmings@gtreview.com 
+44 (0)20 8772 3012

“Very informative and cosy conference,  
relaxed atmosphere, allowing you to  
listen and network without effort.  
Very relevant participants!”

N Haas, Mercator Commodities

“An excellent opportunity to take the  
pulse of commodity trading from a  
financial perspective.”

M Luciano, Deloitte

Commodity Trade Finance 
Conference 2018

Agenda
www.gtreview.com

mailto:pgubbins@gtreview.com

mailto:gmitchell@gtreview.com

www.gtreview.com
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16.00  Focus group discussions: Are we missing the wood for  
the trees when it comes to blockchain technology?
Proceedings for the day close with delegates having the option to 
break into one of two groups, one focused on commodity trade finance 
and the other on supply chain operations (sourcing, processing, 
warehousing, market fulfilment), providing the opportunity for additional 
discussions, idea-sharing and brainstorming on a range of themes, 
including:
●● What exactly is the business value chain that the industry should be 
trying to achieve?

●● What functionalities are actually needed in the commodity trade 
finance market?

●● Do all value chain participants have legitimate use cases for private 
and permissioned blockchains, private compliance networks, smart 
contracts and connected supply chains?

●● How and where should investments be prioritised to transform 
commodity trade?

Opening with current examples of where private and permissioned 
blockchains are being applied to agriculture, logistics and finance, 
two breakout teams will take a critical view on the potential of current 
technologies (blockchain, IoT, mobile, cloud etc) and how they can be 
applied to commodity trade. The ambition is to move past the current 
PoC mentality with blockchain and identify business-driven entry 
points where digitisation should be leading us in the short-to-medium 
term. The session will conclude with the two teams summarising their 
findings to the wider audience.

Chris Liguori, Digital Supply Chains & Enterprise Transformation, 
Agriculture, CPG, Industrial & Logistics Sectors, IBM
Johannes Giannakouros, Senior Managing Consultant, Risk, Legal 
& Regulatory Compliance, IBM Global CoC Banking & Financial 
Markets

Talk 4. Collaboration over competition
Technology provides the foundations for different actors and even 
competitors to work together, bringing to the table all their knowledge and 
experience to build an innovative platform for the benefit of the industry as 
a whole. This talk will consider the key factors and mutual benefits of such 
initiatives.

Robin Dunou, Chief Commercial Officer, eGTSA

14.50 Deal analysis: Real-life examples of commodity risk appetite
A popular format at GTR conferences, this interactive session will bring 
together a range of participants to provide analysis on the key processes 
involved when deciding whether or not to undertake commodity trade 
finance transactions, from risk assessment practices to specific structures 
utilised. As part of the session format:
●● Experts from within the group will outline various scenarios and the 
requirements for specific types of deal structures within the commodity 
finance space

●● Panellists will evaluate the potential risks from the banking, insurance and 
compliance perspectives, responding with ‘on-the-spot feedback’

●● Explanations will be provided for the processes used and decisions made 
on whether or do to ‘do the deal’ with further opportunities for audience 
feedback

Moderator: John MacNamara, Managing Director & Global Head of 
Structured Commodity Trade Finance, Deutsche Bank
The scenarios:
Andrew van den Born, Managing Director, Financial Solutions, Willis 
Towers Watson
Nataliya Frolova, Head of Trade & Corporate Finance, Gazprom 
Marketing & Trading
The responses:
Sam Wilde, Senior Underwriter, Global Financial Risks, Liberty  
Specialty Markets
Mark Schulz, Risk Director, Euler Hermes Switzerland

15.40 Networking break

13.50  Innovation ‘lightning talks’: How can technology...?
The importance of innovation continues to grow, with new and existing 
players keen to leverage the power of data, analytics and technology to 
adapt to changing dynamics in commodity trading and commodity trade 
finance. With many of these ‘new world signals’ seen as having the potential 
to outperform traditional sources, this quickfire session will provide an initial 
overview before considering the role of new offerings in addressing various 
challenges and scenarios.

Moderator: Alessandro Sanos, Market Development Manager, 
Commodities, Thomson Reuters; Chapter Head, Geneva, CAIA 
Association

Talk 1. Providing new sources of funding
Bank exposure to the commodities crash has left the door open to non-
bank finance providers, particularly those keen to fund smaller players and 
certain commodities. This talk will highlight the potential role for digital 
invoice and receivables finance platforms seeking to establish a strong deal 
pipeline.

Dimitri Kouchnirenko, Founder, Incomlend

Talk 2. Helping financiers sleep better
As a complex geopolitical and regulatory environment makes financial 
crime such as money laundering and sanctions breaches ever harder to 
track, this talk will consider how traders and banks are turning to regtech 
screening and compliance solutions as a means of keeping up to speed.

Charles Ike, Regional Head of Financial Markets, EMEA, Pole Star

Talk 3. Fintech solutions for paperless trade
With document checking often the most time-consuming and labour-
intensive process for even the most experienced of senior professionals, 
this talk will address the need to digitalise trade documents and automate 
regulatory compliance screening, considering how use of smart process 
technology could revolutionise the industry.

Uzair Bawany, COO & Co-Founder, Traydstream
16.55 Formal close of conference

Insurance 2017

Sponsored by

Surety roundtable

Country and sector reports

AJG market update

2018

Start your 7-day trial!

Subscribe
today For more information please 

contact Rupert Hedley 
at rhedley@gtreview.com
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Registration form
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Payment details
Please select credit card type

   

Card number

Expiry date Security code (3 or 4 digits)

 MM/YY 

Cardholder’s name

Company VAT number

Cardholder’s signature

Cardholder’s address

Booking code

Delegate information
For multiple bookings please email events@gtreview.com

Title: please tick

Mr  Mrs  Ms  Miss  Dr 

First name

Last name

Job title

Department

Organisation

Address

Postcode/Zip

Country

Telephone

Facsimile

Email

Signature

I can confirm that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions below.  

Terms & conditions
1.  Confirmation: Booking confirmation will be 

sent to you immediately for all bookings.  If 
you have not received an email confirmation 
within 24 hours of making the booking, 
please contact the team at events@
gtreview.com or on +44 (0)20 8673 9666.

2.  Payment (including VAT) must be made 
in full prior to the start of the conference. 
GTR retains the right to refuse entry in case 
of non-payment. Payment can be made 
through Credit Card online, via telephone 
or by sending our Events team a completed 
Credit Card Authorisation form. 

3.  All delegates who have not paid prior to the 
conference will be denied entry. 

4.  Transfers: If you cannot attend a conference, 
you can transfer your place to another 
individual. Places can be transferred at 
any time up to and including the day of 
the conference. Please note an additional 
charge may be applicable if the new 
attendee is not entitled to the same rate. 

5.  A delegate place can be transferred to 
another conference, if the request to us is 
received more than 5 working days before 
the conference. Please note additional 
charges may be applicable. A delegate can 
only transfer their place a maximum of two 
times, after which they will incur a 20% 
administration fee.

6.  Cancellations: All delegate cancellations 
must be made in writing to events@
gtreview.com. The charge for cancelling your 
booking is:

 -  1 month before the conference: 90% 
refund of the full cost

 -  5 or more working days before the 
conference: 80% refund of full cost

 -  5 or less working days before the 
conference: no refund

7.  Non-attendance to a conference will result 
in no refund. 

8.  In the case of the cancellation of the 
conference or the change of the conference 
date, GTR will not be held liable for any 
booking, travel or hotel costs associated 
with the booking. 

Please note that all confirmed registrations are 
subject to the event terms and conditions

Should you have any queries, please contract 
our team at events@gtreview.com or on 
+44 (0)20 8673 9666.

  If you do not wish GTR to use your 
information for marketing purposes,  
please tick this box.

Pricing details

Standard rate 995 

Corporate rate 199 
Exporters, importers, traders, manufacturers and producers of physical goods.

Subscription package (Conference & GTR subscription):
Save over 25% on a print & online GTR subscription

Standard rate & 1-year magazine subscription 1,440 

Corporate rate & 1-year magazine subscription 644 
Subscription package is not available in conjunction with any other offers and is eligible 
for new subscribers only.

Can’t make the conference?  150 
Gain access to speaker presentations, online delegate networking portal and conference 
delegate pack.

Ways to register

Email: events@gtreview.com

Web: www.gtreview.com

Fax: +44 (0)20 8673 8662

Telephone: +44 (0)20 8673 9666

Post:  GTR, Exporta Publishing & Events Ltd,  
4 Hillgate Place, London SW12 9ER, UK

www.gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
http://www.gtreview.com/event-terms-and-conditions/
mailto:events@gtreview.com
http://www.gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
www.gtreview.com

