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Accommodation
For details on any discounted rooms GTR  

has secured at the JW Marriott, please  
visit our customised booking website.  

Prices from HK$2,220 or HK$2,400 per night.
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Tradetech Forum 2018

Venue details
Venue:  JW Marriott 

One Pacific Place 
88 Queensway,  
Admiralty, Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 2810 8366

Web:   http://www.marriott.com/
hotels/travel/hkgdt-jw-
marriott-hotel-hong-kong

Click here to see 
a list of attending 
companies from  

2017’s event

Once registered, log-in to GTR Connect 
to network with fellow delegates, 
download event materials and more.

Join GTR on social media

Official conference 
hashtag: #GTRHK

Formerly the GTR Asia Trade & Supply Chain Finance 
Conference, GTR’s annual event in Hong Kong has 
evolved into the GTR Asia Tradetech Forum for 2018.

With businesses in China and the wider Asia region increasingly improving 
their efficiency in moving products and services up the value chain and as 
the process of trade digitalisation continues to grow apace, this forum will 
track some of the latest developments and consider their implications for 
the traditional trade finance community.

Bringing together a host of trade experts and new industry disrupters, the 
agenda for the day will highlight a range of pressing issues, prevalent trends 
and showcase some of the latest technological developments impacting on 
the market, providing an ideal networking and knowledge building forum for 
anyone involved in Asian trade.

The day will conclude with the latest in GTR’s Women in Trade Finance 
seminar series, the first to be held for the Asian market.

“A great opportunity for networking and  
being updated about trade and financing  
in the Asia region.”

A Slokowsky, Chantor Supplies

“GTR conferences give me the chance to stay 
ahead of the latest innovations, to integrate 
new frameworks into our business and to 
improve our efficiently and competitiveness.”

C Julie, Orient Box

Introduction
www.gtreview.com

https://bit.ly/2HSvlAm
https://bit.ly/2HSvlAm
https://bit.ly/2HSvlAm
https://www.gtreview.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Hong-Kong_2018_Attended-Companies.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalTradeReview
https://twitter.com/gtr_events
https://www.youtube.com/user/ExportaGroupEvents
https://www.linkedin.com/company/exporta
www.gtreview.com


3/8

3%EUROPE
Netherlands 
Switzerland 
United Kingdom

1%MENA
Saudi Arabia

96%ASIA
Australia 
China 
Hong Kong 
India 
Malaysia 
Mongolia 
Singapore

Sectors attended in 2017
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 33% 16% 12% 10% 10% 7%  6% 4%  2% 

Percentage of attendees by region in 2017

Attendee breakdown by job title in 2017

17%

Senior level

6%

Mid-level

77%

C-level

What to expect

150+
Delegates

100+
Companies

25+
Speakers

Tradetech Forum 2018 Statistics
www.gtreview.com

www.gtreview.com
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Monday, June 11, 2018

08.00 Registration and refreshments

09.00 Chairman’s opening remarks
Jolyon Ellwood-Russell, Partner, Simmons & Simmons

09.05  Changing trade dynamics, geopolitical developments and 
business opportunities
●● What are the most pressing challenges the Asian economy is facing at 
present? Is there the risk of a fully blown US-China trade war?

●● How successful has Hong Kong been in leveraging its position as an 
international financial centre? To what extent has technological innovation 
been placed at the heart of this strategy?

●● How significant is the threat posed by thriving and developing Chinese 
cities such as Shanghai and Shenzhen?

●● Regulatory collaborations and free trade agreements: What’s on the table 
at present and which sectors are likely to be most impacted?

Alan Wong, Managing Consultant, Global Trade & Supply Chain Finance 
Advisory

09.30  The evolving landscape for tradetech and its impact on the 
trade finance industry
●● Assessing the trade technology space race: Developing a healthy and 
expandable fintech ecosystem and considering the emerging trends for 
2018

●● Industry initiatives in accelerating the adoption of tradetech within 
financial institutions: What is the role of the stakeholders involved?

●● A new era of smart logistics: How can tradetech act as an enabler to 
unbanked and sustainable supply chains in Asia?

Jolyon Ellwood-Russell, Partner, Simmons & Simmons

09.55  Collaboration profile: The Global Trade Connectivity Network 
(GTCN) 
Conceived in 2017, the Global Trade Connectivity Network (GTCN) is 
the first strategic joint innovation project arising from the cooperation 
agreement signed between the Hong Kong Monetary Authority and the 
Monetary Authority of Singapore, which has potential for making cross-
border trade and financing between the two markets safer and more 
efficient. This session will discuss the latest opportunities and challenges 
surrounding the initiative.
Moderator: David Koh, Regional Head of Transaction Banking,  
Greater China & North-Asia, Standard Chartered Bank
Nelson Chow, Chief Fintech Officer, Fintech Facilitation Office (FFO), 
Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA)
Serene Ho, Director, National Trade Platform Office (NTPO),  
Singapore Customs

10.25 Networking break

11.05  Spotlight on Asean trade: Progressing finance solutions in the 
digital age
The SME sector remains an integral part of the Asean economy, especially 
in today’s diverse market conditions. This session will highlight the 
challenges and solutions faced by traders and SMEs as they seek financing 
solutions to drive growth and development, along with the role technology 
can play in addressing needs.

William Liew Hwai Liam, Head of Transaction Banking Malaysia, Group 
Transaction Banking, CIMB Group

11.30  Where do advances in trade tech leave the traditional trade 
finance sector?
●● What measures are banks taking to ensure they create client-focused 
propositions to best serve needs in a competitive market? What are the 
expectations from corporates?

●● How can developments around fintech create new revenue generating 
strategies? What is your bank’s partnership/incubation strategy?

●● To what extent has the rise of the non-banking finance sector changed 
market dynamics? How have banks responded?

●● Does an increasingly complex regulatory environment pose further 
problems? How hard is it to comply and remain competitive?

●● What role have developments around e-commerce played in helping the 
supply chain industry maintain competitiveness?

●● How are corporates re-evaluating their financing strategies in response to 
changing market conditions? Is SME financing a priority in particular?

Moderator: Yong Lee Boon, Managing Director & Regional Head  
of Transaction Banking Sales, MUFG
Tommy Chan, Head of Trade Product Management for Corporates 
APAC, Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Mahendran Kulasingam, Executive Director, Business Development, 
Novita Trading
Holger Frank, Head of FIG & GTB Asia Pacific Region, Corporate  
& Investment Banking, UniCredit 
Jenny Chan, Senior Treasury Manager, RGE Group
Anson Suen, Chief Executive Officer, Fundpark

12.25 Lunch

13.35  To catch a thief: Tracking the latest measures and innovations 
for combatting financial crime
Financial crime remains at the top of the agenda for regulators and 
financial service providers both in Hong Kong and the wider Asian market. 
This session will examine two of the key priorities surrounding this issue:

Understanding the governance standards around non-financial 
regulatory reporting
●● An update on HKMA’s anti-money laundering and anti-terrorist financing 
initiatives

●● What further policy changes are expected? What are their implications  
for the banking sector?

●● How effective has HKMA been in overcoming risks of multiple invoicing 
and ‘phantom shipping’?

Jeremy Platts, Managing Director, JPlatts Consulting

Regtech: The role of technology in countering risk associated with 
payments and transfers
●● Highlighting the need for industry collaboration to ensure trade 
transparency and information sharing

●● Improving anti-money laundering efficiency through enhanced due 
diligence, transaction monitoring, validating risk profiles and meeting 
control gaps

●● Case studies and industry examples of how technology can be effectively 
employed to counter these risks

Amanda Northey, Regional Head, Financial Markets Asia-Pacific,  
Pole Star

Sponsorship opportunities
Emma Braithwaite 
Head of Business Development, Asia 
ebraithwaite@gtreview.com 
+65 6653 5330

Speaking opportunities
Aliza Mohsin 
Senior Conference Producer 
amohsin@gtreview.com 
+65 6653 5340

Marketing & media opportunities
Elisabeth Spry 
Marketing Manager 
espry@gtreview.com 
+44 (0)20 8772 3006

“GTR’s event is an excellent occasion to 
bring the trade finance industry together for 
networking and discussion of important topics.”

A S Gundogdu, ITFC

Tradetech Forum 2018 Agenda
www.gtreview.com

www.gtreview.com
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14.20  Technology showcase
Distributed ledger technology and fintech platforms have been developing 
rapidly in Hong Kong, strongly backed by government legislation and 
industry support. This extended session will feature up-and-coming project 
showcases, allowing stakeholders to ‘showcase’ their companies and 
activities before a panel of industry experts

Showcase 1: Achieving transparency in distributing trade finance 
assets
●● Making trade finance more investable through technology and 
standardisation: How new platforms and solutions are allowing originators 
and investors to connect and transact

●● What are the key market gaps impacting on wider distribution (technology 
infrastructure, transparency, standardisation) and how can they be 
overcome through scalable solutions?

●● How can more be done to help promote the risk-return features and 
benefits of trade finance to alternative investors? Can trade finance be 
made ‘sexier’ to the investment community?

Nils Behling, Founder & Chief Financial Officer, Tradeteq

Showcase 2: Unlocking working capital with trade finance
●● Highlighting how SMEs are increasingly constrained by lack of access 
to finance, higher transaction costs, inadequate information and weak 
governance

●● Looking at some of the innovative solutions being implemented to help 
meet the financing needs of small businesses to drive growth

●● Examining the role of new dynamic financing platforms, new strategies 
and their role in creating new investment streams to increase returns

Ginnie Chin, Co-Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Culum Capital

“GTR provides an excellent forum for delegates 
to gather and discuss relevant and topical 
initiatives facing the industry. This is 
invaluable to all the trade operatives.”

P Rogers, BNY Mellon

Showcase 3: Enabling low-cost financing through bank accounts
●● Leveraging technology to open up bank payment channels and build 
compliant accounting systems

●● Striking the balance in covering extensive payment scenarios whilst 
managing associated risks

●● Offering new financing channels for SMEs, easing corporate funding and 
building an efficient supply chain ecosystem 

Gideon Ong, Co-Founder, RM-Tech

Showcase 4: Creating a marketplace for a new asset class
●● Generating new sources of funding for small and large corporates by 
introducing a new asset class for professional investors

●● Enabling corporates to diversify their access to working capital
●● Establishing greater transparency and standardisation in the origination 
and verification of transactions

●● Has technology created new investment opportunities that have 
traditionally been the domain of specialised providers?

Gianluca Pizzituti, Chief Executive Officer, Velotrade

Expert panel:
Moderator: Nicolas de Loisy, President, SCMO
Musheer Ahmed, General Manager, Fintech Association of Hong Kong
Frankie Tam, Vice President, Hong Kong Internet Finance Association
Angie Lin, Co-Chief Executive Officer, AMTD Strategic Capital

15.35 Close of forum

  followed by GTR Women in Trade Finance
 networking seminar

UK Trade & Export Finance 
Conference 2018 
June 7, 2018 
London, UK

US Trade & Working Capital 
Conference 2018 
June 13, 2018 
Chicago, US

GTR Asia Trade & Treasury 
Week 2018 
September 4-5, 2018 
Singapore

GTR Training: International 
Trade Finance Masterclass 
September 6-7, 2018 
Singapore

Commodity Trade Finance 
Conference 2018 
September 27, 2018 
Lugano, Switzerland

China Trade & Commodity 
Finance Conference 2018 
November, 2018 
Shanghai, China

“GTR’s conferences in Asia bring together  
key players in trade finance. Always good  
networking opportunities for new contacts.”

C Pardey, RCMA Commodities Asia

Tradetech Forum 2018 Agenda
www.gtreview.com

www.gtreview.com
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15.50 Welcome Remarks
Ajay Sharma, Regional Head of Global Trade & Receivables Finance, 
Asia Pacific Global Trade & Receivables Finance, HSBC

15.55  Winning the fight for female talent: Retaining women in senior 
roles
It is now more crucial than even to continue the conversation around 
gender equality in the workplace, as the trade finance industry intensifies 
its efforts to tackle gender imbalance, drive innovation and create 
competitive advantage. The latest in GTR’s Women in Trade Finance series, 
this seminar will consider the following topics:
●● Supporting female advancement in the trade finance industry: What role 
can management play?

●● Is the trade finance industry in need of a culture change when it comes to 
hiring and retaining women?

●● Do women in senior roles need to engage differently to men?  
How do the priorities differ?

●● Can advances in technology be utilised to make the market more 
inclusive, particularly around recruitment and training?

●● How can men be taken on this journey? What role do they have to play 
and what support can they offer?

●● What are your expectations and concerns for the industry over the next 
five years?

Moderator: Finbarr Bermingham, Asia Editor, Global Trade Review 
(GTR)
Inwha Huh, Global Head of Structured Trade Solutions, HSBC
Ginnie Chin, Co-Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Culum Capital
Maria Hui, Director, Hong Kong Human Resources Lead, Microsoft 
Hong Kong Limited
Maaike Steinebach, Chief Executive, Hong Kong Branch; Managing 
Director, IB&M Hong Kong, Commonwealth Bank of Australia

17.00 Evening networking reception

Tradetech Forum 2018 Agenda
www.gtreview.com

www.gtreview.com
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Tradetech Forum 2018 Sponsors & partners
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Tradetech Forum 2018 Registration form
www.gtreview.com

Payment details
Please select credit card type

   

Card number

Expiry date Security code (3 or 4 digits)

 MM/YY 

Cardholder’s name

Company VAT number

Cardholder’s signature

Cardholder’s address

Booking code

Delegate information
For multiple bookings please email events@gtreview.com

Title: please tick

Mr  Mrs  Ms  Miss  Dr 

First name

Last name

Job title

Department

Organisation

Address

Postcode/Zip

Country

Telephone

Facsimile

Email

Signature

I can confirm that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions below.  

Terms & conditions
1.  Confirmation: Booking confirmation will be 

sent to you immediately for all bookings.  If 
you have not received an email confirmation 
within 24 hours of making the booking, 
please contact the team at events@
gtreview.com or on +44 (0)20 8673 9666.

2.  Payment (including VAT) must be made 
in full prior to the start of the conference. 
GTR retains the right to refuse entry in case 
of non-payment. Payment can be made 
through Credit Card online, via telephone 
or by sending our Events team a completed 
Credit Card Authorisation form. 

3.  All delegates who have not paid prior to the 
conference will be denied entry. 

4.  Transfers: If you cannot attend a conference, 
you can transfer your place to another 
individual. Places can be transferred at 
any time up to and including the day of 
the conference. Please note an additional 
charge may be applicable if the new 
attendee is not entitled to the same rate. 

5.  A delegate place can be transferred to 
another conference, if the request to us is 
received more than 5 working days before 
the conference. Please note additional 
charges may be applicable. A delegate can 
only transfer their place a maximum of two 
times, after which they will incur a 20% 
administration fee.

6.  Cancellations: All delegate cancellations 
must be made in writing to events@
gtreview.com. The charge for cancelling your 
booking is:

 -  1 month before the conference: 90% 
refund of the full cost

 -  5 or more working days before the 
conference: 80% refund of full cost

 -  5 or less working days before the 
conference: no refund

7.  Non-attendance to a conference will result 
in no refund. 

8.  In the case of the cancellation of the 
conference or the change of the conference 
date, GTR will not be held liable for any 
booking, travel or hotel costs associated 
with the booking. 

Please note that all confirmed registrations are 
subject to the event terms and conditions

Should you have any queries, please contract 
our team at events@gtreview.com or on 
+44 (0)20 8673 9666.

  If you do not wish GTR to use your 
information for marketing purposes,  
please tick this box.

Pricing details

Standard rate US$999 

Corporate rate US$349 
Exporters, importers, traders, manufacturers and producers of physical goods.

Subscription package (Conference & GTR subscription):
Save over 25% on a print & online GTR subscription

Standard rate & 1-year magazine subscription US$1,559 

Corporate rate & 1-year magazine subscription US$910 
Subscription package is not available in conjunction with any other offers and is eligible 
for new subscribers only.

Can’t make the conference?  US$150 
Gain access to speaker presentations, online delegate networking portal and conference 
delegate pack.

Ways to register

Email: events@gtreview.com

Web: www.gtreview.com

Fax: +44 (0)20 8673 8662

Telephone: +44 (0)20 8673 9666

Post:  GTR, Exporta Publishing & Events Ltd,  
4 Hillgate Place, London SW12 9ER, UK

www.gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
http://www.gtreview.com/event-terms-and-conditions/
mailto:events@gtreview.com
http://www.gtreview.com
mailto:events@gtreview.com
www.gtreview.com
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