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Sydney will once again play host to GTR’s
Australia Trade & Supply Chain Finance
Conference, at the Sheraton on the Park on
March 7-8.
Attracting high level business leaders from across the
domestic and international trade and supply chain finance
community, over 250 delegates are expected to attend to
discuss the current landscape of trade within Australia as
well as explore new strategies going forward.
Networking sessions across the two days will provide ample
opportunities for delegates to become reacquainted with old
contacts, forge new relationships with key industry players
and create business opportunities with the aim of increasing
trade across Australia and throughout the region.
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2015’s Vital Statistics
Percentage of attendees by region in 2015
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“Great perspective of the bankers’
view on issues facing business.”
N Weiss, Hotsprings Pty CD
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Conference Day 1: Monday, March 7, 2016
08.00
09.00

REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS

11.20

Chairman’s opening remarks
Gordon Sparrow, Executive Director, Global Transactional Services,
Westpac

09.05

Keynote welcome address: The view from down under
Andrew Charlton, Director, AlphaBeta Advisors; Former Senior
Economic Advisor to the Prime Minister

What opportunities are provided across sectors as diverse as beef,
sugar, grains, cotton and other soft commodities?
●● Are we seeing greater competition when it comes to pricing now that
the majority of agri sectors have deregulated? Where is the most
volatility predicted?
●● Is there sufficient understanding of insurance solutions available to
agri-traders? What are the primary hurdles in obtaining insurance for
agribusiness activities?
●● With banks and regulators keen to increase risk weighted return on
assets, what impact has this had on other participants in the agri supply
chain?
●● Are further incentives necessary to encourage sustainability within the
agribusiness sector? How are banks and traders tackling this challenge?

Which are the key export markets and what should Australia be doing to
diversify and foster further export growth in 2016?
●● How is Australia adapting to economic slowdown across key Asian
markets such as China? Which are the main sectors that have been
affected by the slowdown?
●● What impact will increased regional trade ties with Japan, South Korea
and India have in driving growth for Australian exports?
●● What role is regulation playing within the export market, and what can
be done to overcome these hurdles?
●● How can businesses align themselves better with government policies in
place in order to stimulate growth?

●●

●●

09.40	Asian economic outlook in 2016-2017: Key risks and

opportunities

Rajiv Biswas, Senior Director & Chief Economist, Asia Pacific, IHS

12.10	Encouraging confidence by use of short-term trade

credit insurance

How severe is the impact of China’s slowdown on the rest of Asia?
●● What will be the impact of US Fed rate hikes on APAC markets?
●● Where are the new growth engines for Asia?
●● Who are the winners and losers from the TPP and China’s Belt and
Road Initiative?
●●

10.15

Albert Lim, Director, Head of Credit & Surety Hub, Asia Pacific,
Swiss Re Corporate Solutions
Chris Doubé, Chief Executive Officer, Oceania, Euler Hermes
Bill Famelos, National Relationship Manager, Trade Credit, QBE
How are bodies such as Austrade encouraging the adoption of shortterm trade credit insurance to minimise risks for exporters?
●● What assurances can trade credit insurance (TCI) provide to Australian
exporters?
●● How can TCI minimise cost and eliminate the potential for losses in
order to stimulate growth with exporters?
●● Can the support of a trade credit insurance policy grant customers
higher credit amounts, offer more competitive pricing, flexible payments
periods and permit more favourable payment methods (i.e. open account
as opposed to Letters of Credit)?
●●

NETWORKING BREAK

11.00	How can Australia’s agribusiness sector capitalise on

‘the dining boom’?

Tobin Gorey, Director, Agri Strategy, Commonwealth Bank
Agribusiness is a rich field for innovation. The dining boom – a multidecade expansion to feed more and better food to an increasing
population – is entering its second decade. That boom will drive major
changes in agricultural processes and products, with ongoing deregulation
and the relaxation of trade restrictions adding further dimensions to the
agribusiness milieu. These evolving products and processes create new
needs, which for service providers in the supply chain spells opportunities.
Service providers will, above all, require imagination to evolve their
products to meet these evolving needs.

Agribusiness: Food for thought
Moderator: Finbarr Bermingham, Editor, Asia, Global Trade Review
(GTR)
Tobin Gorey, Director, Agri Strategy, Commonwealth Bank
John Reeve, Director, AgRee Commodities
Andrew Tout, Director, Finance & Real Estate, Raine & Horne
Rural Sydney
Bob McKay, Managing Director, Full Profile
Peter Steele, Regional Agribusiness Manager, National Australia Bank

13.00

NETWORKING LUNCH

“An informative conference assisting
SMEs in understanding and sourcing
supply chain finance solutions.”
C van Loo, Ellton

Accommodation
For details on any discounted rooms GTR
has secured at Sheraton on the Park, please
refer to the Know before you go section on
the event’s GTR Members Area.

Venue details
Venue: Sheraton on the Park
161 Elizabeth St
Sydney NSW 2000
Australia
Tel:

61-2-9286-6000

Web:

sheratonontheparksydney.com

AGENDA AUSTRALIA TRADE & SUPPLY CHAIN FINANCE CONFERENCE 2016

14.15	Structured commodity financing: The fall-out, challenges

and opportunities

Moderator: Kevin Khoo, Director, Structured Commodity Finance,
Westpac
William Shaw, Managing Director, Texel Asia
Bob Licina, Trade Specialised Banking Executive, National
Australia Bank
Jake Howard, Partner, Norton Rose Fulbright
Andrew Boyce, Head, Structured Trade & Commodity Finance,
Australia & New Zealand, ANZ
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16.05	Technology and the ‘long tail’
Ilkka Tales, Managing Director, APAC, Greensill
This discussion will examine the requirement for focusing on the ‘long tail’
and the benefits that can be afforded in doing so, such as the discount
achieved with suppliers, gross margin improvements on invoicing, and
corporate social responsibility. The session will also compare the maturity
of supply chain finance between Australia and its Western counterparts.

16.30	What structured credit insurance solutions are available

to the market?

Moderator: Peter Gilbert, Chief Executive Officer, Singapore,
BPL Global
Mark Houghton, Regional Manager, Asia Pacific, Political Risk & Trade
Credit Insurance, XL Catlin
Andrew Beechey, Head of Global Financial Risks, Asia Pacific, Liberty
International Underwriters
Olivier David, Head of Special Products, Trade Credit & Political Risks,
Atradius
Bonnie Chow, Deputy Regional Head, Asia-Pacific, Zurich Credit &
Political Risk

What are the repercussions of falling demand from China within the
commodities sphere? Which sectors have been impacted the most?
●● If commodity prices remain stagnant, what should companies be doing
to ensure they keep afloat? Will the market witness an increase in cut
shareholders payments?
●● With debt shared across a number of larger trading entities, are we likely
to see an increase of equity holders being wiped out?
●● What are the best practices in place when it comes to warehousing?
How can further transparency and standardisation be adopted? How
can banks and financiers encourage this?
●●

15.05	Infrastructure projects: Have we seen a slowdown

This interactive debate, involving a mixture of experts, will adopt a
‘how-to-approach’ regarding the requirements and processes involved in
completing a successful insurance tender with workable solutions. The
debate will cover the importance of education, benefits, as well as the
applicability in structuring deals within the insurance market.

with falling commodity prices?

Michael Cooper, Director, Global Banking, Project Export Finance,
HSBC Australia
How crucial are governmental initiatives such as ‘Infrastructure Australia’
in highlighting and assessing the country’s infrastructure needs?
●● Are there concerns over return on investment with slowing demand
from China?
●● Is there a sense of increasing uncertainty when it comes to current
infrastructure projects in the pipeline? How can ECAs and banks work
together to stimulate the running of projects?
●● To what extent will infrastructure be deemed important in developing
appetite for foreign investors? What are developers looking for when
starting projects? What capital raising options are available?
●● What risks are involved with infrastructure projects and how can they be
mitigated? What are the legal requirements involved when implementing
such projects?
●●

15.35

17.15

CLOSE OF DAY ONE

Followed by evening reception

NETWORKING BREAK

“Great quality speakers
and great topics.”
H Janakiraman, ANZ

“Something for everyone.
The breadth of representation and depth
of experience brought rich and nourishing
conversation to the fore.”
G Sparrow, Westpac Banking Corporation

At GTR we pride ourselves on keeping
At GTR we pride ourselves on keeping you
you connected with your community.
connected with your community.
Once you’re registered for the event,
Once you’re registered for the event, log
log in to the GTR website as a member
in to the GTR website as a member to gain
to gain access to the event’s private
access to the event’s private Members
Members Area. Here you’ll be able to
Area. Here you’ll be able to connect with
connect with fellow delegates and GTR
fellow delegates and GTR members and
members as well as access all pre and
access all pre and post-event materials.
post-event materials.
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Conference Day 2: Tuesday, March 8, 2016
Chair: Anthony Palmer, Deputy Chair, Chief Executive Officer,
BPL Global

11.15	Meeting challenges within increasing complex supply chains
Moderator: Jennifer Scott-Gray, Head of Trade and Supply Chain
Finance Sales NSW/ACT, Westpac Institutional Bank
Paul Mitchell, Managing Director, Australia & New Zealand, Falcon Group
Larissa Stanley, Associate Director, Trade and Working Capital,
Institutional Banking, National Australia Bank
Paul Witheridge, Chief Financial Officer, McPherson’s
Michael Braude, General Manager, Treasury, Risk & Insurance,
Coca-Cola Amatil

09.05	Driving corporate growth in Australia
Moderator: Lisa McAuley, Chief Executive Officer, Export Council of
Australia (ECA)
Peter Mace, General Manager, Australian Institute of Export,
Export Council of Australia (ECA)
Grant Cairns, General Manager, Client Acquisition & Specialist
Solutions, Corporate Financial Services, Commonwealth Bank

How crucial a role does supply chain finance play in the Australian
market? What are corporate demands for supply chain finance solutions?
●● To what extent are corporates financial institutions successfully
collaborating to implement and sustain successful supply chain models?
●● Bridging the gap: Which department should a bank first approach when
visiting a corporate customer to discuss the implementation of a SCF
programme? Is closer alignment required between procurement and
treasury/finance?
●● How do larger corporates run their chains with wide ranges of suppliers
of all sizes? Which are the typical challenges faced with running chains
for a corporate? Are they conscious of sustainability?
●● To what extent can SMEs and mid-sized businesses benefit from such
programmes and which risks may be encountered by both parties?
●● With all the benefits, why is working capital often the last product
introduced and implemented?
●●

What are the typical challenges and obstacles that Australian exporters
are facing? How well are banks adapting to their clients’ needs?
●● What problems do disruptors such as economic slowdown, regional
trade and regulation pose for exporters? Can they be deemed to be
positive and what do they mean for corporates?
●● Which support mechanisms are available to corporates ranging from
SMEs to the larger multinationals?
●● How crucial are emerging markets to corporates when it comes to
diversifying their exports? How significant is the APAC region in
fostering corporate growth?
●●

09.55	Financing options: Is the market being suitably provided for?
Moderator: Steven Bennett, General Manager, Trade & Working
Capital, National Australia Bank
Martin Smith, Head of Markets Analysis, East & Partners
John Reeve, Director, AgRee Commodities
Adnan Ghani, Global Head of Trade Products, Commonwealth Bank
Craig Michie, Head, International Finance, Scottish Pacific Business
Finance
Jonathon Booth, Head, Global Trade & Supply Chain Finance,
Australia & Japan, Bank of America Merrill Lynch

12.05	Free trade agreements (FTAs): Managing Australia’s

external relationships

Moderator: Rajiv Biswas, Senior Director & Chief Economist, Asia
Pacific, IHS
Rohit Garg, Head, Global Trade & Receivables Finance HSBC Australia
Sara Cheng, Manager, Greater China, Export Growth China
Lisa McAuley, Chief Executive Officer, Export Council of Australia (ECA)

How are banks coping with competitive pricing and low margins? What
impact have increasing regulatory and political issues and weaker profits
had when it comes to lending?
●● With China feeling the heat, is the market likely to witness a return to
the use of Letters of Credit (LCs)
●● What is the risk appetite for new business in the present climate? Are
banks now becoming more risk averse? How does this impact on the
exporting business to emerging markets?
●● Are alternative financiers starting to overtake banks when it comes to
providing funding to exporters?
●● How can the likes of Export Finance Insurance Corporation assist with
cash flow, and are they targeting SMEs?
●●

10.45

Are free trade agreements back on track in Australia? Is a ‘one size fits
all’ really practical for a trade agreement?
●● Will the implementation of FTA agreements increase competitiveness of
pricing as international players become involved with transactions?
●● Is there a significant lack of awareness from exporters and companies
when it comes to FTAs and existing trade pacts such as ASEAN? What
can be done to boost awareness further?
●● How has the signing of the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) been
greeted by exporters in Australia? How influential will FTAs such as the
TPP, ChAFTA and the newly proposed New Silk Road be in reshaping
Australia’s trade flows?
●● How crucial are pacts such as the AEC agreement in encouraging
further export growth and expanding trade ties, particularly for SMEs?
What are the key political risks?
●● Are sectors such as automotive, biologics, dairy and sugar likely to be
hindered by entering such agreement?
●●

NETWORKING BREAK

12.55

CLOSE OF CONFERENCE

Followed by networking lunch

Sponsorship Opportunities
Michael Booth, Head of Business
Development, GTR Asia
mbooth@gtreview.com
+852 2868 0973

Speaking Opportunities
Rosie Madderson, Conference Producer
rmadderson@gtreview.com
+44 (0)20 8772 3035

Marketing
opportunities
At
GTR we pride
ourselves on keeping
you
connected
withMarketing
your community.
Perry
Jax, Senior
Executive
pjax@gtreview.com
Once you’re registered for the event,
+44 (0)20 8772 3012
log in to the GTR website as a member
to gain access to the event’s private
Join GTR
on Here
social
media
Members
Area.
you’ll
be able to
connect
with
fellow
delegates
and GTR
Official conference hashtag: #GTRAUS
members as well as access all pre and
post-event materials.
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Department

Please invoice me for this event

Organisation

Payment enclosed
(Please select credit card type)

Address

PRICING DETAILS
Standard rate

US$999

Corporate rate

US$499

(Exporters, importers, traders, manufacturers
and producers of physical goods)

Early booking discount (10%)

Expiry date

Security code (3 or 4 digits)
MM/YY

10% discount

I am booking before February 12, 2016 and would like to
claim a 10% early booking discount.

Multi-booking discount

Postcode/Zip

Card number

Country

Telephone

Cardholder’s name
15% discount

15% off second or any subsequent booking received
from the same company and office booked at the same time

Can’t make the conference?

US$150

Facsimile
Company VAT number
Email
Cardholder’s signature

Conference delegate pack, comprising all speaker
presentations and bios in both hard copy and online formats

Signature
Cardholder’s address
I can confirm that I have read and agree to the terms and conditions below.

Booking code

TERMS & CONDITIONS
4 EASY WAYS TO REGISTER
Email: events@gtreview.com or visit www.gtreview.com
Facsimile: Fax this completed form back to +44 (0)20 8673 8662

DELEGATE INFORMATION

1. Bookings can be submitted at any stage
prior to the event, subject to availability.

For multiple bookings please email events@gtreview.com

2. Payment must be received in full prior to the
conference.

Title: (please tick)

Telephone: +44 (0)20 8673 9666

Mr

Post: GTR, Exporta Publishing & Events Ltd,
4 Hillgate Place, London SW12 9ER, UK

First name

Last name

Job title

Mrs

Ms

Miss

Dr

3. All speakers are correct at the time of
printing, but are subject to variation without
notice.
4. If the delegate cancels after the booking
has been accepted, the delegate will be
liable for the following charges:
• Cancellations notified over 14 days prior to
the event will incur an administration fee of
10% of the full amount.
• For cancellations received less than 14 days
prior to the event, the full delegate rate must
be paid and no refunds will be available.

5. All bookings submitted by e-mail, fax, post
or over the telephone are subject to these
booking conditions.
6. All cancellations must be received in writing.
7. Exporta Publishing & Events Ltd will not
be held liable for circumstances beyond its
control which lead to the cancellation or
variation of the programme.

We would like to keep you informed (via
e-mail, mail or otherwise) about our products
and services which we consider may be of
interest to you.
If you do not wish Exporta to use your
information for marketing purposes,
please tick this box.

